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THE SCENTINEL  
TRACKING CLUB OF VERMONT NEWSLETTER 

  2018 - 1 
 

 
From our President!  

Hello Everyone, 

Its been a long winter, but, Spring is on the way. 

Our calendar is packed full of events for this year. 

Thank you to all the members that volunteered last year and thank you to all that will 

volunteer this year. The club could not host the events without your time and hard work. 

I know everyone is looking forward to another fun year. 

Keep Tracking! 

Charlene 

 

From the Editor: 
 
   TCV Members, 
   
This hasn’t been the best winter for tracking practice. I hope some of you are ready to enter our 
test this spring. I did some tracking in the snow, but then it got way too deep. I believe that we 
all are looking forward to seeing some green grass! I am working with Magpie towards TDX and 
Willoughby towards TDU and VST. It should be a fun year!!  
 
Thanks to submittals from members and others, we have a great newsletter this quarter, full of 
news, adventure, a book review, information and of course the TCV calendar for the rest of 
2018. Enjoy, and keep those submittals coming!  
 
Happy Tracking, 
Linda Shelvey 
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Fall Test Report: 
 
  

Our Fall Test, Sunday, October 15, 2017 at Smokey House in Danby Vermont offered 4 TD tracks 
and 4 TDX tracks.  2 TD passes and 2 TDX passes! Beautiful weather and everyone did a great 
job.  

 

Congrats to all on working hard with your dogs to accomplish your goals! 
 

Pictures FALL TEST 2017 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

New Titles. Clockwise from upper left 

 
Susan Iost with Sawbuck’s Quid Pro Quo CD RE OA OAJ TD 

 
Janet Rothwell with Bora’s Now For Plan A TD 

 
Sonja Blanchard with DC Lil Clove True Grit VCD1 BN RE MX MXJ HSAsd HIAsd HXAd HSBd CGC TDX 

 
Gina DeAlmeida with Braesides Worth The Wait TDX 



 THE SCENTINEL 2018-1     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Page 3 of 18                                                         
 

 
 

   
 
 

Sonja Blanchard and Quincy Earn Their TDX 
 

It was on a steep hill in Danby called “Dead Man’s Drop”. The wind was swirling everything 
around and it started on soybean. It took Quincy 39 minutes to run it. We were both exhausted. 
But so very pleased. 
 
A lot of woods too. Doesn't look as grand on the map but stone walls and a long trek in the 
woods on the left. But the hardest part for Quin was the weeds and soybean at the bottom of 
the track. It took forever to get the first corner.  
 
She kept going all the way down to the main road. The scent was clearly falling down there.  
 
The judges were super patient. They said they had their whistles up three times but Quin kept 
working. They were as happy as me that she pulled it off and we could all climb the hill finally. 
 
To add to the drama, I had found my glove on the second leg of the track. I held it up saying to 
myself it cannot be good when you find the end at the beginning!  But no whistle, so on we 
climbed. I kept thinking maybe there would be no glove at the end. Was I doing this all to fail at 
the end? But the tracklayer had dropped it along the way by mistake. So, when I got to the sock 
article 5 at the end I still wasn't sure it was the end until the judges started screaming. They 
couldn't believe we had pulled it off either! 
 
Walking off the Tracking dog excellent field with one of our mentors. Thank you, Linda Shelvey, 
Ilene & Linda Morgan, Cynthia Gilliland, & Noriko for all you taught me about tracking along the 
way. Great times in the field with my girl that will never be forgotten!  
 
—   Sonja 
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Dana Avison Award – 2017: 
 
 

The Dana Avison Award is presented to the club member who demonstrated exceptional service 
to the club and dedication to the sport of tracking. Nominations for the award come from club 
members  
 

This year the award goes to Joyce Pedone                 
 
This comment from a member clearly summarizes why Joyce received this award: 
 
‘’Joyce is a tremendous asset to the club. She is utterly dependable and gets done what ever job 
she has taken on. She is often the first to volunteer and unhesitatingly says "yes." She had very 
large shoes to fill as club secretary but she has done so admirably. It has also been quite fun 
watching her tracking progress, starting with Myah and hopefully continuing to Emmet's VST.’’ 
 
The plaque reads as follows: 

The Dana Avison Award 
Presented To 
Joyce Pedone 

In Appreciation For 
Your Dedication To The 

Sport of Tracking 
 

Tracking Club of Vermont 
2017 

From Joyce:  
“Other than to say, I am honored to have received the award from the  Tracking Cub of Vermont,  
I am at a loss for words. Thank you so much.”    -  Joyce :) 
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TCV Fun Day at Patty McWilliams 
 

 

 
 

Good friends, good food, good fun great host!  
Thank you, Patty, 

 
 

 
 
Book Review; 

 
 

Modern Enthusiastic Tracking by William Sanders 

Reviewed by Ginny Wilson 

This large reference book, an update of an old standard, provides a comprehensive explanation 
of everything a person needs to know. It is, as I said, a reference book and one does not need 
to sit down and read it from cover to cover. Anyone getting started in tracking, a rank beginner 
or wanting to progress toward higher level tracking, can find all kinds of information. 

Mr. Sanders starts with a full explanation of what the sport of tracking entails, descriptions of all 
the tracking tests and lots of information and explanations about scent. He continues with 
chapters about equipment, food rewards and suitable land for tracking. Part one is basic training 
for the TD and the TDU. This includes everything from introducing your dog to tracking, article 
indication, handling and basic track laying. 
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This is where the author begins to get into extreme detail! Throughout this and the author's 
previous book, I began to wonder if tracking was the author's full-time job, and I guess it is. I 
believe Mr. Sanders travels all over the U.S. competing and training. 

I have serious doubts that the average tracker has the time, land or resources to follow his 
detailed sessions. Maybe some? That given, it certainly doesn't mean that there isn't a wealth of 
useful information in This book. There is lots more relevant detail in this book than in the 
previous one. For instance, personally I was interested in the chapter on handling fast dogs, 
corner communication and much more info on track laying. 

Mr. Sanders is a big proponent of record keeping and talks about it throughout the book. In my 
personal experience, such as it is, many of our best trackers don't keep tracking journals. I, on 
the other hand have a record of just about every track I've ever run with Ruger and we've not 
passed our TDX yet! 

Part two is advanced tracking toward the TDX. He touches on all the advanced skills required 
and the thing he considered most important, maintaining motivation!  He discusses all the 
needed skills on obstacles 

Parts 3 and 4 are about urban tracking toward your VST, with lots of info on hard surface 
tracking. 

Also included in this book are some interesting stories of his personal tests with his own dogs, 
some told from the dogs’ perspective. Very fun. 

In conclusion, I found this book to be packed with relevant and interesting information and an 
excellent investment for anyone seriously interested in tracking. 

 
VST Journey 
 

Ilene Morgan earns her second CT with Star 
 
On October 29, 2017, Star and I were entered in a VST tracking test in Massachusetts, hosted 
by Tracking Club of Massachusetts.  Judges were Stephanie Crawford and Ray Desmarais.  This 
8-dog test was held at a technology park outside of Boston.  We drew Track 6.  After the first 
two tracks were run, the rain started coming down, not a downpour, but steady to get everyone 
wet. 
Star had a good start along the side of a building on a nice strip of green lawn, made a right 
turn at the end of the building and did a lot of searching on her second leg.  She investigated 
everything to her left which was a huge parking lot, then returned to her track, then 
investigated everything to her right into the entranceway of the building, returning once again 
to her track.  A few yards further Star found her first intermediate article, a tin lid, and 
continued straight for a few more yards.  Then she headed left with conviction, going to the far 
side of the parking lot, checked right and left at the grass edge, then circled around behind me 
and returned part way back through the parking lot and angled to her left.  This was her MOT!  
We tracked further thru the parking lot to find her second intermediate article, a green plastic  
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lid.  We continued straight ahead, out of the parking lot, across a mulched divider, a road, and  
into a grass island.  At the island she went left again, across the parking lot exit, another grass 
island, a road, and then she stopped.  Star indicated she first wanted to go straight, but 
hesitated, tried to go right, again hesitated, then pulled left to follow the sidewalk and a green 
strip which formed a ridge between the road and another huge parking lot.  We followed this 
ridge for approximately 70 yards until we came to a set of concrete stairs used by pedestrians to 
go from one building to the building on that side of the road.  There at the base of the stairs 
was her glove.  Soaking wet, but the best article I have ever seen!!!! 
 
Star and I have had a very long and incredible journey to our VST Championship.  Unlike some 
dogs, Star has always been a very enthusiastic tracker, always in a hurry.  But on this journey, 
we made so many mistakes.  First of all, I needed to slow her down so she didn’t make as many 
mistakes, not an easy task with an enthusiastic dog.  Learning how to slow her down without 
discouraging her was my challenge. I had to know exactly where her tracks were and force her 
to slow down by applying more pressure on her tracking line.  My goal was to make her think 
before just chasing all over the place and make better decisions.  I had to recognize where and 
when she made a mistake, then recognize what she was telling me so I could allow her the time 
to return to the track after making that mistake.  This was a long and slow 5-year process. 
Slowing her down would aid us to stop missing articles and blowing by corners without my 
recognizing that she was out of scent.   
 
We had to learn to work as a team, her when to stop, me when to go. 
 
There is nothing better than the feeling of success in knowing that she and I were now working 
together.  I had become the tracking partner she needed to achieve this goal.  Star has taught 
me lots and I know this journey will make me a better handler and tracking judge in the future.  
Many thanks to all those who have helped me make this journey with Star.  Every track laid has 
been one step along the journey to Champion Tracker. 
 

Happy Tracking Everyone,      - Ilene Morgan 
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TDU   Nov. 2017 
 
TCV's TDU at Castleton University on Nov. 11, 2017 had one pass! Laura Malinconico 
and Sam Adams. Temperatures held in the teens. Our coldest test ever! 
 
Sonya Blanchard provided this report: 
 
We participated in the TDU test today at Castleton state college. For those of you that have 
told me there are no fields to track where you live. This is the sport for you. It was really cold 
only in the teens and low 20's.  The college had tons of tough elements including people 
walking and biking, cars moving and running and tons of extra scent.  Only 1 of the 6 earned 
their title. It was a nice yellow male lab. Congratulations Laura.  It was a great new tracking 
experience for all of us and I can't wait to try again. Quincy got the first two legs but turned 
off onto another track on the 2nd corner. 
 
Thank you for all the hard work of the Tracking Club of Vermont as usual. Such a great 
dedicated group of tracking enthusiasts! 
 

                                    
 

Sam Adams and Laura Malinconico- all business! 
 

And there it is! Good job Sam! 
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Samuel Adams Mineo TD, TDX, TDU…..on to VST! 
 

 
 

Castleton University- mural is a lovely backdrop for tracking teams! 

 

TCV gallery on a very frosty morning. Temp. held in the teens!  
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December 3, 2017  TD Test: 
 
TCV’s first December TD Test offered 8 tracks and an alternate at Smokey 
House in Danby, Vermont.  We had 6 passes!! 
 
New TD Titles. 12/3/2017:  

1. Whitfield's Danger Zone BN RN CGCA TKN - Emily McDermott (English Cocker)  
2. Danby Pond Whitfield Lindy O' The Isles -Alice Wells (English Cocker)  
3. MACH Owyhee's Spirit in the Night CD RA BN MXS MJS MXF CA CGCA CGCU, Amy 
Novak, (Alaskan Malamute),  
4. CH Olekas Kentucky Sky CD RN, Angela Evens (Bernese Mountain Dog (Berner)  
5. Just Plain Nuts in the Island, Lynda Morgan (Lab)  
6. Snowpaw's Waitin on the Perfect Storm, RN CGC TKN THDN, Heidi Henderson, (Berner). 

 
 

).  

 

 

Bernese Mountain Dog Report: 
 
IT WAS A WOWZA DAY!! The two Berners both got their TD's!! (Tracking Dog titles). Louie age 
10 yrs., 3 months, 3 days (and if you own a Berner you know how big that is) and Wynter age 
18 mos. put on a fun show! Louie crushed it nailing every corner with dead straight style in 9 
minutes which also now has earned him his BMDCA Working Dog Award!! Wynter took her time 
to get started a little loop di loops and a pee/poop and then she finally got to the business of 
tracking for a 12-minute finish, not as pretty as seen by the tracking maps, but we did it! Total of 
9 tracks and there were 6 passes overall. Huge thank you to the Tracking Club of Vermont/ 
Smokey House Center and our awesome judges Mie Kingsley and Martha Campbell for an 
outstanding day and great trophies as offered to Berners by Mie and Annie Schneider Davis. 
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English Cocker Report: 

Father and Daughter Duo Earn TDs at the Same Test!! 

What a perfect day December 3rd was in Danby, VT!  Not only did my three-year-old English 

Cocker Spaniel Archer (Whitfield’s Danger Zone BN RN TD CGCA TKN) bred by Karen Whitfield 

pass his TD at TCV’s special winter tracking test, but his one-year old daughter Lindy (Danby 

Pond Whitfield Lindy O’ The Isles TD) bred by Mie Kingsley, Glenn Williams and Karen Whitfield, 

and owned by Alice and Jonathan Wells of South Hero, VT also passed her TD at the same test!  

Hurray!!  I was absolutely thrilled and so proud of both of them!  Conditions were perfect that 

morning.    

Archer and I drew track #1, and Lindy and Alice had track #4, and both dogs did outstanding 

jobs getting around their tracks in six minutes!  As all of us know there is absolutely nothing like 

the thrill of finding that glove at the end of the track!  It is not often a father and daughter are in 

the same tracking test, and both pass!  Such a fun and exciting day that was!!   

I will never be able to thank my fellow TCV members enough for holding this special winter test 

and giving nine of us and our dogs an opportunity to pass the TD in 2017.   And what a 

successful test it was—six passes out of the nine entries!   

This was TCV’s fifth tracking test in 2017!  I bet there is not another tracking club in the country 

that has had five tracking tests in a year with three of those tests in October, November, and 

December!  I know so well what is involved in planning and running a tracking test, and the fact 

that TCV pulled this tracking test together so quickly still amazes me!  This is such an 

outstanding club with wonderful and amazing members always willing to step up and do 

whatever is asked.  I love being a member of this club and am so proud of all we do for tracking!  

There is nothing quite like the camaraderie among the tracking community! Thank you so much 

again for this special and very successful tracking test!   

  - Emily McDermott  

                                         

Alice and Lindy with Judges Martha Campbell and Mie Kingsley.    Emily and Archer with the Judges.                                   
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BRAGS: 
 
 

New Tracking Titles for TCV Members: 
  

New TD:     Eric Weglarz and Daisy in Maine  
New TD:     Lynda Morgan-Gardiner and Meika 
New TD:     Emily McDermott and Archer  
New TDU    Laura Malinconico and Sam Adams 
 
New TDX:   Sonja Blanchard and Quincy 
New VST:   Ilene Morgan and Star 
New CT:     Ilene Morgan and Star 

 
Ballston Spa. Barb Page and golden Autumn finished their RA and Charlene Lundeen 
and Corso Emma earned their first BN leg! 8/19/17 
November  
 
Hi all,  
 
We had quite a few folks showing in Burlington (BOTC) this weekend and some nice 
successes. I was only there on Saturday so apologies if I have something amiss. 
 
Bev Mathew and vizsla Imre earned 2 RE legs with placements to finish his title and a 
GO leg. 
 
Charlene Lundeen and cane corso Emma earned a BN leg with a 4th place. 
 
Cindy and schipperke Moby earned 2 RN legs with a 1st and 2nd. 
 
Ginny and GSD Ruger earned an RN leg (possibly 2?) 
 
Patty and all-American Fiona earned an RA leg and CD leg with placements (?) 
 
Renee Traverse and golden Ayla earned their first CDX leg. 
 
In addition, Patti Richards and chinooks Atka and Ooma earned some Best of Breeds, 
with Qannik going Best in Show Altered twice.   
 
And my Niro and Busy picked up points towards their Canadian championships.  
whew, a busy few weeks!  
 
Cheers -Mie 
 

 
 

Congratulations to everyone on these wonderful achievements! 
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Another win for TCV Club member Patti Richards’ Champion Chinook! 
 
 

                                                           
 
 

Qannik was shown in Altered Class on Sat. in Locke, NY.  
 CH Forever Greene Qannik. Owned and shown by Patti Richards. 

Two Best in Show awards. 
 
 
 

(Qannik is such a show off!)    
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Ginny Wilson’s Adventure with a Fisher!  Her GSD Ruger is a hero! 
 
 
Hi Linda, you may be interested in this.  
 
You may have seen the picture on Facebook of the little 9-pound dog, Sadie, we have been 
doing day care with. She has been coming on our walks on a 25-foot rope. She is right out on 
the end of it all the time. So we, (Ruger, Willie, Sadie and I) are coming up through the sugar 
woods yesterday and out pops a Fisher!  
 
He was about 50' from me and maybe 25 from Sadie and I believe he planned to have her for 
lunch! Well Ruger came flying up to it and I guess planned to chase it away, but instead it 
literally attacked him. Biting at his neck, etc. He was vicious!  
 
Boy what a fight! So scary! Then Ruger got him on the run as he wasn't having much luck biting 
Ruger because of the thick mane he has around his neck. The fisher had tried to get up a tree 
but didn't make it. Then it ran off with Ruger right on his tail! Willie, the Golden did not get 
involved, but he did follow them.  
 
I called and called and I don't know how long it was be for he came back, it seemed like 
forever, but was probably 5 minutes. I was surprised he didn't come when I tried to call him off 
as he always comes right off if he starts to chase a deer!   
 
As I called, I kept going up the hill toward home to leave Sadie so I could go back and find him, 
but he did come finally. His tongue was hanging out a foot and when he got to me he just 
dropped to the ground and started eating snow, panting like a freight train.  That thing never 
drew blood on him, I was really afraid he got bit on the face as it was trying.  
 
This was the scariest thing that has ever happened to me in the woods!  Can't imagine poor 
Sadie if that thing got hold of her.  
 
- Ginny 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note – 
 
The fisher is noted for its outsized hunting abilities 
and ferocity when attacking another animal. They are 
not believed to have any natural predators. There 
don’t seem to be any animals that will take on a 
fisher. Little Sadie would be no match at all for it. 
Probably neither would be Ruger save for his loyalty 
and fearlessness while protecting Ginny and the 
others.  Ginny showed that same loyalty and courage 
by sticking with Ruger. The human-canine bond is an 
amazing thing!  This encounter would have ended 
very sadly without it.   

Most people never see a fisher. These photos show 
one and their size relative to a person. Male fishers 
are 35 – 47in. long and 8-13 lbs.  



 THE SCENTINEL 2018-1     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Page 15 of 18                                                         
 

 
Upcoming Dog Events: 
 
 
There are several activities scheduled that may be of interest. See the following calendar 
for upcoming TCV events. 
  
 
HEALTH CLINIC: 
  
April 29th -  The Pioneer Valley KC is holding an all-breed health clinic in Greenfield, 
MA, that will include eye, cardiac, thyroid and DNA testing.  There are so few health clinics 
being held in our area and this one is quite accessible for us.  Info is attached. 
  
 
SEMINARS: 
  
Pawsitive Kinection in Grantham, NH, has several one-day seminars coming up: 
  
March 25th - Conformation Refresher with Carol Williams 
April 15 - Obstacle Commitment on the Run with Amanda Shyne 
  
To register or for more info go to www.pawsitivekinection.com or email 
pawsitivekinection@gmail.com. 
  
 
CLUBS: 
  
Burlington Obedience Training Club (BOTC)has provided their 2018 calendar of 
events (attached).  They will again be sponsoring agility trials, tracking tests and a 
workshop, and their annual obedience trials.  For specifics, check their web site at 
www.botcvt.org 
 
BOTC’s Beginner Tracking Clinic – May 19. Instructors Ilene and Lynda Morgan-
Gardiner. Contact Ilene for more info. Ilene Morgan <Islandlabs@aol.com> 
  
 
AGILITY: 
  
NEAT will be holding a USDAA Sanctioned Trial - May 19th and May 20th -- 
Greenland NH.   
  
  
                                                                                                                          
 

http://www.pawsitivekinection.com/
mailto:pawsitivekinection@gmail.com
http://www.botcvt.org/
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            TRACKING CLUB OF VERMONT 2018-2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

             

    Thursday 4/19/18 
    TCV Meeting - 6:30 PM -  Location TBA. 

    Finalize TDX/TD 4/22 Test details. 

    Board meeting at 6:15pm. 
    Saturday 4/21/18     Plot tracks at Smokey House fields. 

   Sunday 4/22/18     TCV TD/TDX Test.  Entry Fee: $65.00/$125.00. 
    TDX Judges: Desmarais/Morgan, 
    TD Judges: Desmarais/Kingsley/Morgan/Vaughn 

  Saturday 5/12/18     TCV Beginners’ Tracking Clinic at Smokey House Center, Danby, VT. 

  Thursday 5/24/18    TCV Meeting - 6:30 PM followed by a tailgate supper. 
   Tracking practice before meeting. Location: TBA 

   Saturday 6/16/18   POSSIBLE TDU Workshop at Castleton University with Ilene and  
   Lynda Morgan. 

   Thursday 6/21/18     TCV Meeting - 6:30 PM followed by a tailgate supper. 
    Tracking practice before meeting. Location: TBA. 
    Board meeting at 6:15pm. 

   Friday 6/22/18     Plot tracks at Castleton for TDU. 

   Saturday 6/23/18     TCV TDU Test at Castleton University. 
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  Thursday 7/26/18     TCV Meeting - 6:30 - location TBA. 
    Board meeting at 6:15pm. 
    Tracking practice before meeting followed by tailgate supper. 
    TCV Board names Nominating Committee. 

     Sunday 8/11/18      TCV Picnic. Short regular meeting and Board meeting. 

     Thursday 9/27/18     TCV Meeting - 6:30 PM – Location TBA to discuss final details of 
     the October 14 TD/TDX test. 

   Saturday 10/6/18     Alexandra Horowitz lecture on Canine Cognition and Scenting,  
    cosponsored with the Green Mountain Academy for Lifelong Learning, 
     to be held at Burr and Burton Academy, Manchester, VT. More info TBD 

    Saturday 10/13/18    Plot tracks at Smokey House fields. 

    Sunday 10/14/18    TCV TD/TDX Test. Test Secretary: TBA.   

   Thursday 11/15/18      TCV Annual Meeting - 6:30 PM – Location TBA. Board meeting at 6:15pm.  
     Review the year’s events and elect officers and directors for 2019.  

   Friday 11/9/18     Plot tracks at Castleton for VST. 

   Saturday 11/10/18      TCV VST Test at Castleton State College.   

     Sunday 12/2/18      POSSIBLE TCV TD or TDX Test. Test Secretary: TBA.   

    Thursday 1/24/19    TCV Meeting - 6:30 PM – Location TBA. Receive Committee Reports,  
    discuss 2019 Calendar and select Judges for 2019. 

      Sunday 2/3/19    TCV Annual Holiday Party. Location – TBA- 11:00 to 2:00. 
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New Members:  
 
None to report. 

 
2017 Tracking Club of Vermont Officers and Board Members 

 
President: Charlene Lundeen,  
Vice President: Mie Kingsley,  
Treasurer: Pam Badger,  
Secretary: Joyce Pedone 
 
Board Members: Kristie Adams, Dave Bargfrede, Patty McWilliams, Kathy Murphy and 
Ginny Wilson   
 
 

 
 

Please send your brags, news, items for sale, tales of adventure, ads, pictures, etc….to 
Linda Shelvey for the next Scentinel.  shel@sover.net 

 

Happy Tracking!  
 

 
 
 
 

In Memory…. 
 

Baxter, Kelly, Myah and Lucy (a fine jersey cow) 
 

The trail is cold now but you have followed where I cannot go.  

Nose to the ground, as always, running with fluid stride.  

No harness to impede you, no handler to keep up...  

Only you and the scent of God who laid your track!  


