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From our President!
The 2019 tracking season has ended and TCV has yet again put on some great
fall/winter tests.
Weather threatened both our VST and the late November TD/TDX, but we
persevered and hosted our usual well-run and well-fed events.
I believe TCV offers more tracking tests than any club in New England, and
possibly nationwide. That is certainly an accomplishment to be proud of and a
testament to our reliable, 'workhorse' volunteers (you know who you are.)
That said, we can always use more workers at our events. If you are newer to
tracking consider volunteering as a tracklayer, it is a fantastic learning
experience. You get to work with the judges to plot the tracks on Saturday and
you get a close-up view of the teams on Sunday.
If anyone would like to lay track in 2020 feel free to get in touch with me.
Happy Holidays to all and hope to see you at the party in February!
-

Cheers, Mie, Glenn and the furry ones

From the Editor:
Hello TCVer’s! This newsletter sums up TCV’s yearly events. It’s fun to look
back and see what the club and our members accomplished!
Happy
Tracking!
- Linda Shelvey

Tracking Club of Vermont
Dana Avison Award
2018
This award is presented to the club member who demonstrated
exceptional service to the club and dedication to the sport of tracking.
This year’s winner….. !

2018 Dana Avison Award winner - Charlene Lundeen!
Past club President and current Vice President. Well deserved, Charlene!!!
Award presented to Charlene by President Mie Kingsley.
Previous Dana Avison Award Winners
1996 - Dana Avison
1997 - Mary Jane Russell
1998 - Carolyn Fuhrer
1999 - Dick Munson
2000 - Miles Garrod
2001 - Joyce Smith
2002 - Elaine Thomas
2003 - Joanne Fratrich & Gini Marconi
2004 - Kat Rock
2005 - Joan Bradley

2009 - Mie Kingsley
2010 - Linda Shelvey
2011 - Alan Shelvey & Noriko Tani
2012 - Ilene Morgan
2013 – Glenn Williams
2014 - Joan Sullivan
2015 – Emily McDermott
2016 – Kathy Murphy
2017 – Joyce Pedone
2018 – Charlene Lundeen

Approved Amendments to the AKC Tracking Regulations
Effective April 1, 2019
News for our Tracking Judges & Clubs
Five Tracking Regulation changes were approved by the AKC Board of Directors at the
February 8, 2019 meeting. These changes are meant to address issues and questions that have
been raised by the tracking community regarding participation in the sport. None of the
recommendations change the substance of the test.
They are in summary:
1.

Allowing the Tracking Test secretary to enter the test

2.

Extending the Tracking Certification expiration date

3.

Adding to the Pool of Tracking Certification Judges

4.

Allowing Dogs with Physical Challenges to Participate in Tracking

5.

Clarifying the Combined Test limits

1) Allow Test Secretaries to enter Tracking Tests. The current Regulations do not allow
tracking test secretaries to enter their tests. This is inconsistent with other Companion and
Performance Events. Obedience, Rally and Agility trial secretaries and most Performance
Event secretaries are allowed to enter their events. This change to the Regulations allows the
host club to decide if they will permit their tracking test secretary to enter the event. There is a
variation in the size and complexity of Tracking Tests and the clubs are in the best position to
decide what is best for them. Tracking has a limited number of volunteers who serve in the
role of test secretary. It is a hardship for volunteers who serve as test secretary to be ineligible
to enter their local tests, and a hardship on the club to find knowledgeable people to serve in
the test secretary position, when doing so precludes them from entering the test. The current
practice is for test secretaries to resign the position when entries are low to support their local
club’s test. The new regulation stresses that the secretary’s priority must be the handling of
official secretary duties in a timely manner. If participation in the test interferes with these
duties, other arrangements for handling dogs must be made.
2) Extending the Tracking Certification Expiration Date. The Regulations require a
written certification, signed by a provisional or approved tracking judge, must accompany
each entry for a licensed or member tracking test for any dog that has not previously passed an
AKC TD or TDU test. This certification must be dated within one year of the date of the test
they are entering and must certify that the dog has satisfactorily performed a certification test.
Since some areas of the country have a much shorter window of opportunity for their tracking
seasons due to weather, foxtails, snakes, etc., some certificates expire prior to a dog gaining
entry through the draw for a tracking test. This regulation change extends the expiration date
to two years (24 months) to allow a handler a longer period of time to utilize the certificates
before they expire. This would enable the certification to span more than one tracking season,

and thereby not cause a hardship to participate.
3) Adding to the Pool of Tracking Certification Judges. During peak tracking seasons,
many of the judges carry a heavy load of assignments. Their ability to accommodate requests
for certification tracks can be challenging when they are away most prime weekends judging.
This regulation change allows any person that has put a TDX or VST title on a dog within the
past ten (10) years to perform certifications. Thereby adding to the pool of evaluators eligible
to certify dogs for TD/TDU tests, which will increase the number of dogs eligible to
participate in the sport. Clubs should accept the certifications signed by evaluators. Should the
eligibility of an evaluator be questioned, it will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by AKC.
Requests may be sent to Tracking@akc.org
4) Allow Dogs with Physical Challenges to Participate in Tracking. The current Tracking
Regulations definition of lame is “any irregularity of locomotion”. Therefore, amputees and
dogs with other physical challenges are ineligible to participate. In other AKC sports, such as
field trials, scent work, hunt tests, earthdog tests, herding tests/trials and Farm Dog Certified
tests, physically challenged dogs (including amputees) are participating without any problems.
There is an inconsistency between sports that occurs due to how one defines lame. Tracking
has used the conformation definition of lame, irregularity of locomotion. Lame in the other
sports is defined as a dog demonstrating discomfort when moving. Tracking is more closely
associated with the field sports, than it is conformation, and this regulation change is to allow
dogs with physical challenges (including amputees) to be eligible to participate in AKC
Tracking Tests, provided, in the opinion of the judge, they display no signs of physical
discomfort and can safely complete the test. The new definition of lame is, “Lameness is
defined as any derangement of normal movement, disabled or with impaired freedom of
movement.”
5) Clarification of Combined Test Entry Limits: In the Tracking Regulations, limits for
combined tests are addressed on how a club may exchange tracks between test levels based on
the entries at closing. However, it needed to be clarified that the limits are for both original
application limits, as well as for exchanges. To clarify the combined test limits, the following
table was added to the end of Chapter 1, Section 19:
Combined Tests Entry Limits (may be less):
Up to 2 TD/TDU with up to 5 TDX or 5 VST entries
Up to 4 TD/TDU with up to 4 TDX or 4 VST entries
Up to 6 TD/TDU with up to 3 TDX or 3 VST entries
Up to 8 TD/TDU with up to 2 TDX or 2 VST entries
Up to 10 TD/TDU with up to 1 TDX or 1 VST entry
TDX tracks combined with VST tracks are limited to 6 entries

Adding the information above does not change the limits that a club may currently hold at
their events, but rather clarifies the limitations. This matches the information found in the
Tracking Test Manual and by adding it to the Regulations, it will help to clarify what is
sometimes misunderstood.

Line Handling Workshop
The line Handling Clinic was a huge success and we received lots of positive feedback
from participants. It’s a shame the participants could not have been at the Hudson Valley
Tracking Club Test in New Paltz on June 1 to see the correct methodology applied on
Dixie’s VST track. She did an almost perfect track and I am anxious to share how I used
my line to talk to her as we progressed along our track. - Ilene

Tibby Chase and Arlo, followed by Coach Ilene Morgan!
I had a fun time helping out and learning in the process. Great group of dogs and
handlers. - Joyce
Hi Joyce and Annie,
It was a very helpful and interesting and successful clinic, and it certainly wouldn't have happened
without you two stepping up and helping Mie with all those tracks!! That was a lot of steps you had
to do to put in all those tracks!! I'm exhausted just thinking about it!! And you did all this after
being up at Kristie's the night before participating in and helping with the Rally/Pizza
Party!! Thank you so much for all you did to make both of these events so successful!! I hope you
were able to sit down and put your feet up Sunday and take it easy!!
It was great seeing all my TCV friends this past weekend, and I look forward to the next time
whenever that will be!! I might be at the TDU, but if not, then I hope to make the picnic. Good
luck getting into whatever tracking tests you are hoping to get into, particularly the TDX, Annie!!
Thanks again for everything you two do for TCV!! - Emily

Spring Test Report:
TD/TDX Spring Test - April, 2019 – Smokey House – Danby, VT.
Our Spring Test offered 4 TD and 4 TDX tracks. Three out of four TD
passes, one of which was TCV club member and Tracking Judge Dorie
Viguers and her Golden, Fiddler.! There were no TDX passes.

Success in South Hero - Another great day for a remarkable

canine family.

On May 5, 2019, Emily McDermott and her English Cocker Spaniel, Archer were in
South Hero VT to participate in a TDX Tracking test sponsored by the Burlington
Obedience Training Center. This is Emily’s report:
Archer was soooo close to passing the TDX last fall and yesterday (May 5th) he did
it!! Hurray!!
NEW TDX!!!!! It has been really great reading about the new spring time TDX
successes. Congratulations everybody!! And here is another new TDX!!
My four year old English Cocker Spaniel, Archer (Whitfield's Danger Zone CD BN TDX
TDU RE CGCA TKN) passed his TDX Sunday, May 5 at Burlington Obedience Training
Club's test in South Hero, VT!!! The weather was beautiful, fields were great, and the
BOTC folks were wonderful. It couldn’t have been a more perfect day.
Archer was spectacular doing his 850 yard track through grassy fields, woods, and a small
pond (or large puddle depending on how one looks at it) in 8 minutes! It was a wonderful
day, he was perfect-- like he was on rails--and what a thrill it was, as we all know, when
he stopped at that final glove!!! Am so very proud of this boy, and I couldn't be
happier!! Thank you so much BOTC for a great test, and thanks so much to two
wonderful judges Ilene Morgan and Lynda Morgan-Gardiner!
The TDX has about a 20 percent pass rate and it hasn't been that high this spring. He was
the only one of four to pass yesterday, and a friend of mine told me Archer is probably
the only dog in New England to pass a TDX this spring!!! This was the last TDX in this
area until fall and hopefully field conditions will improve for TDX hopefuls in the
fall. Meanwhile for us it's on to the VST!!! Tracking truly is so much fun!! Archer and I
love it!! He is now Whitfield's Danger Zone CD BN TDX TDU RE CGCA TKN!!
At this same test on May 5 Archer's 8 month old daughter Midge owned and bred by Mie
Kingsley earned her TD on her first try and was spectacular also!! Midge is now Danby
Pond Whitfield Mazel Tov TD, and it is on to the TDX and VST for this fantastic
tracking youngster! Archer’s second father/daughter event! Such an exciting day!!
In December 2017 at TCV'S TD test we had the first father/daughter day! Both Archer
and his then 16 month old daughter Lindy, owned by Alice Wells and bred by Mie
Kingsley, passed their TDs!!! An amazing day!
So "papa" Archer earned both his TD and TDX at the same tests as two of his daughters
earned their tracking titles!! Such fun!!! (And probably pretty unusual!)
To complete the picture of this amazing tracking family, just over a month later on June
8, 2019 Mie and Stella (Midge’s Mom) ventured up to UVM in Burlington, VT to

compete in BOTC’s nighttime VST test. Track #5 proved to be the lucky number that
night, and Stella passed her VST!!!! What an absolutely fantastic accomplishment this
was! Stella became the 11th Champion Tracker and the first GCH/CT in the English
Cocker breed! She is now CT GCH Can CH Danby Pond Whitfield Streetcar RN OAP
AJP NFP CGC. Truly beauty and brains!!
This is really an amazing English Cocker tracking family!
Happy tracking everyone!
- Emily and Archer TDX

Emily McDermott and Archer TDX

Mie Kingsley and Midge TD

What a great day May 5 was up in South Hero, VT!
Emily McDermott and her four year old English Cocker Spaniel, Archer along with Mie Kingsley
and Archer’s 8 month old daughter Midge traveled to South Hero to compete in BOTC’s
Combined TD/TDX test. The weather was perfect, the fields were gorgeous, and the BOTC folks
were wonderful. It couldn’t have been a more perfect day.
Midge started off the morning with TD track 2, and this was her first TD test! Midge’s track
was in lush hay fields, she was perfect, and earned her TD at only eight months old!! Midge is
now Danby Pond Whitfield Mazel Tov TD, and it is on to the TDX and VST for this fantastic
tracking youngster!
Later that day Archer ran a picture perfect 850 yard TDX track through grassy fields, woods,
and a small pond or large puddle depending on how one looks at it in 8 minutes! Archer was
the only one of four to pass that day. This was the only TDX test he got into this spring, it was
the last test in this area until fall, and as far as we know he is the only dog of all those entered in
the New England area TDX tests to pass this spring!! Way to go Archer! Such fun after several
near misses last fall!! He is now Whitfield’s Danger Zone CD BN RE TDX TDU TKN CGCA FDC!!
On to the VST!
Thank you so much BOTC members and judges Lynda Morgan-Gardiner and Ilene Morgan for
a wonderful and perfect combined TD/TDX test!! We all know it takes a village to hold a
tracking test, and everything was fantastic! And how often do father and young daughter pass a
TDX and a TD at the same test? Pretty amazing! We will always remember May 5, 2019…. a
very special day!!
To complete the picture of this amazing tracking family, just over a month later on June 8, Mie
and Stella (Midge’s Mom) ventured up to UVM in Burlington, VT to compete in BOTC’s nighttime
VST test. Track #5 proved to be the lucky number that night, and Stella passed her VST!!!! What
an absolutely fantastic accomplishment this was! Stella became the 11th Champion Tracker and
the first GCH/CT in the English Cocker breed! She is now CT GCH Can CH Danby Pond Whitfield
Streetcar RN OAP AJP NFP CGC. Truly beauty and brains!!
This is truly an amazing English Cocker tracking family! The father and 8 month old daughter
pass the TDX and TD at the same test, and 35 days later the mother passes the VST to become the
breed’s newest CT!! Such an exciting spring this was!!
Happy Tracking Everybody!
Emily and Archer

Two new VST/CT Titles for TCV Members!
CT WHISTLING DIXIE IN THE ISLE - Ilene Morgan (at New Paltz, NY - June 1, 2019)
On June 1, Ilene Morgan with her Chocolate Lab, Dixie, traveled to New Paltz NY to
participate in a VST Tracking test sponsored by Hudson Valley Tracking Club. Ilene tells us
what happened:
The day started with a cold, rainy morning in Grand Isle as I packed my car to travel to New
Paltz, NY. Dixie was entered in the Hudson Valley VST tracking test to be held on the SUNY
campus that evening.
As we progressed down the New York Thruway on our 4 ½ hour trip, the temperature kept
rising. South of Albany we were in the 80 degree range and by the time we arrived in New
Paltz, the temperature was 82 degrees; hot and humid. This was a temperature that we
Vermonters had not seen yet this year.
Dixie and I had Draw 2 and we drew Track 4. Since it was so hot, I was delighted to get a
later track so the temperature would have a chance to cool down. A small thunderstorm
and shower passed over about 8:00 PM which really cooled the temperature down to
something very pleasant. At 8:45 PM Dixie and I approached our start flag on Track 4 in
total darkness. I had to wear a headlamp to see places where street lights were absent.
Our start was parallel to a busy highway which I know is a campus property border so the
track had to go straight between a building on the left and this highway.
Our start was on a nice stretch of grass, paralleling the sidewalk. In front of this building,
Dixie pulled to the left, traveling along the front of the building, through a picnic area,
sidewalks and access road to go downhill along the front of another building in total
darkness as no street lights were along this stretch of grass. Realizing that there could be
an article here, I slowed Dixie down so she and I could both search the area as we
progressed along this route. Suddenly a flash of silver appears in my headlamp and Dixie
has time to search the area to find her first intermediate article, a crushed silver can. After
praises and pets, I command her to Search and she continued down this same line with just
our headlamp to aid us. Dixie suddenly darts to the left to follow a stretch of grass and an
access road, again in total darkness except for the headlamp. She courses back and forth
from pavement to grass and stops again as my light catches something white in the grass.
It’s our second intermediate article, a plastic lid. So glad I was following closely or we
would have missed this article. I want to add at this time that these two articles were
crushed down into the grass, not laying on the top where they would have been more
visible in daylight.
At the end of this access road, Dixie searched for direction, started to go to the left, then
hesitated, returning to the center of the road to then head right following another access

road. She checked both sides of this road as we progressed down it, coming to another
junction which now offers us a 4 way option for direction. Without hesitation she pulled
me to the left. This cut off the actual spot where the MOT was, but she led me down this
road to the left which is an access road/walkway between two rows of buildings. There are
boulders placed on both sides along this road which she searched around, returned to
center, searching each side as we progressed. We proceeded quite some distance along
this road and suddenly THE WHISTLE BLOWS!! What did we miss?? My heart was in my
throat as we walk back toward the judges. After such a great tracking performance I could
not believe we had failed. The final article, a leather glove, had been left along this road
but the article was missing. We had found all of the articles except the last one, which had
disappeared from its drop site along the paved courtyard. Apparently Dixie was following
the tracklayer off the track down the road.
I threw down the start article, a sock, so that Dixie had something to find for the end of her
track and she proudly carried it back to the car for a well-earned drink of water and treat!
- Ilene
Dixie is Ilene’s third Champion Tracking Dog! joining Star and Bentley.

“We are the Champions”
From left to right: Star, Dixie and Bentley

CT STELLA – Mie Kingsley (at UVM, Burlington, VT – June 8, 2019)
(Officially: CT GCH Danby Pond Whitfield Streetcar VCD1 RN OAP AJP NFP
CGC)
On June 8, 2019, Mie Kingsley with her English Cocker Spaniel, Stella, traveled to UVM
in Burlington to participate in a VST Tracking test sponsored by Burlington Obedience
Training Club. Here, Mie shares a few of her memories of that accomplishment:
Sitting here with snow swirling outside and having been to a number of tracking tests
since, Stella's VST at UVM in June seems quite far away. I won't bore you with a playby-play, but here are a few impressions that I have of our VST journey.
- First, I'm immensely proud of Stella. She is a great teammate and friend in training and
life. The truest and highest praise I can give her is that she is an honest dog. She embodied
perseverance and persistence throughout her hour-long track. And she made a bit of
English Cocker Spaniel history as the first Champion Tracker and Grand Champion in
our breed.
- Having observed quite a few VSTs this year, I can say that judges really do want you
to pass. I saw judges give teams every opportunity to get back on track and wait great
lengths for dogs to work out tough scent problems. Additionally, while luck always plays
a certain role in VST testing, you can put the odds in your favor with good and effective
training.
- As proud, happy and relieved as I was that Stella earned her VST, there was a certain
amount of sadness that came with it as well. I knew after we earned the title that it was
unlikely that I would ever track as often or as consistently with Stella ever again. Time is
limited and I have other dogs to train in tracking, and Stella and I have other goals to
achieve.
- Working with Stella also motivated me to work with her young daughter Midge. Issues
that I had with Stella became things to focus on with Midge or bad habits to avoid. I played
with new training techniques to encourage the behaviors I wanted to see. I found that
forging a new relationship was exciting, but also made me appreciate a reliable teammate.
I hope that the future holds many more opportunities to play with Stella, Midge and the
rest of my furry gang, with many more gloves to find.
Congratulations to Mie Kingsley on her new VST!!
Stella became the 11th Champion Tracker and the first GCH/CT in the English Cocker breed!

Thank you to everyone at BOTC who worked our trial this weekend!! Thanks to the
judges (Ray Desmarais and Ron Seeley), thanks to all of our track layers, thanks to Ilene
Morgan and Lorna Fortune for planning the trial and getting everything ready (and the
yummy food!)
No show photographer to take the pix, so cell phones will have to do!!

Mie and Stella – Champion Tracking Team!
“Had a fantastic time watching Mie and her wonderful cocker work
the track I had laid. With this VST title they now have a CT (Champion
Tracking title). Apparently, there are only about 50 dog/handler
teams that have earned the VST title and only 44 that have ever
earned a CT title Nationwide!!! Congratulations!!!”
- Maxine Holmes

TDU canceled
Due to very hot weather and not enough entries to financially support test.

VST at Castleton University – :
No passes. Some very nice work done by Karen and Mie.

FALL TEST

TCV October 13, 2019 Combined TD/TDX TEST
One TD pass and 3 TDX passes!!
Hi Everybody! What a spectacular combined TD/TDX test we had on Sunday October 13th at
Smokey House! The weather was perfect, the surrounding hills were full of their spectacular fall
colors, and the fields were gorgeous. We offered two TD tracks and five TDX tracks, and by the
end of the test there was one new TD for a 50% pass rate, and there were three new TDXs for an
amazing 60% pass rate! Wow!!
TD TEST: Fran Roozen, Middlebury, CT and her 6 month old Golden Retriever dog Sunfire’s
Smuggler TD had TD track 2. He was the only TD entrant to pass at the test. This Golden boy,
at 6 months one week old, was the youngest dog to pass at either the TD or TDX test, and he
was just one week beyond the minimum age to enter an AKC tracking event! Great job and
congratulations!!
The other TD entrant that unfortunately didn’t pass was Bullmastiff bitch CH Newcastle’s
Rembrandt’s Devine Light at B’Mew owned by Anthony Scully and Emi Gonzalez, West
Newbury, MA. She will certainly pass at a future test.
TDX TEST: TDX track 1 was run by Bernese Mountain Dog bitch Edleweiss Annali’s Greta
BN RN TDX CGC FDC owned and bred by TCV member Annie Davis, Danby, VT. Those two
did a spectacular job on their track…letter perfect!! It is always very special when a TCV
member passes at one of our tests, and it was wonderful watching them cross the road, make a
slight turn onto the final leg, and find that glove!! Great job Annie and Greta and
CONGRATULATIONS to TCV’s newest TDX!!
The other two TDX passes were Katelyn Barber from Morris, CT and her Labrador Retriever
bitch Maranatha Katalyst’s No Time For Nice TDX on track 4 and Louis and Karen Scott from
Columbia, CT and their Golden Retriever dog Cayberry Deloro’s The Ciao Factor TDX handled
by Karen on track 5, the last track of the day. Both dog and handler teams ran letter perfect
tracks and huge congratulations to them!! Yes, the TDX tracks started with a pass on the first
track and ended with a pass on the last track with one pass in between! A great day!
Two more TCV members were also entered in the TDX test. Mie Kingsley, Danby, VT, and her
13 month old English Cocker Spaniel bitch Danby Pond Whitfield Mazel Tov TD (Midge) had
track 2, and Dave Bargfrede, Andover, VT, and his six year old GSD dog Seguin Wachter Des
Bargfrede Haus RN TD CGCA FDC had track 3. Both dogs did quite well, but it was just not
their day. We all know what a huge challenge passing a TDX is, and each of these dogs will
certainly pass at a future test. We wish them the best of luck!!
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU EVERYBODY!!! As I have said many times,
it truly takes a village to hold a tracking test, and TCV members were their usual wonderful and
generous folks and stepped right up to the plate to help. Without the help of all of you it would
be difficult, if not impossible, to hold a tracking test. There are just not enough thank yous for all
that every one of you did to ensure the success of this test!! So thank you so much to all of you
listed below and to others I may have missed. TCV folks are truly wonderful and supportive
people.
Chief Tracklayer: Rene Bugnon. Rene not only recruited all the track layers and supervised
the tracklaying, he was there on plotting day with all the tracklayers, made sure all the flags were

at Smokey House, and drew the wonderful maps of each track on the foam boards. If anything
unexpected turned up he was there to help.
TD Tracklayers: Mary Ann Sutherland and Joany White. These were each first time
tracklayers for a TD test, and they were perfect!
TDX Tracklayers: Bob Giffen put one track in. Ilene Morgan put in two and commented that
this is the first time she has had anybody pass on a TDX track she has laid, and she had a pass on
each one. Heidi Henderson put two tracks in and had a pass on one of them. We all loved
playing with Heidi’s two 6 week old Berner puppies!
TDX Cross Tracklayers: Deborah Grandquist and Ginny Wilson. Debra was chief cross track
layer which means she was there on plotting day Saturday as the judges and TDX tracklayers
were plotting tracks so that she could mark where the cross tracks should go. Ginny joined Deb
Sunday to officially put in the two sets of cross tracks on each of the five TDX tracks.
Gallery Manager: Charlene Lundeen. Charlene was in charge of managing the large gallery of
spectators and all their vehicles at each track. She also held up the foam boards so that we could
all see the diagram of the track being run.
Drivers: Kevin Gardner and Patty McWilliams and Joyce Pedone. With the amount of walking
judges and tracklayers need to do, it is absolutely essential they have help with transportation
from track to track. Kevin is the expert and by now professional driver of the “Morgan duo”
whenever and wherever they happen to be at a test. Ilene Morgan was a tracklayer for this test
and Lynda Morgan Gardner was one of our judges. Great job Kevin! Patty and Joyce helped
with driving tracklayers when needed and any other requests for transportation.
Ways and Means: Kathy Murphy. Kathy was responsible for managing and handling the raffle
and for keeping track of and selling TCV items like hats, T shirts, etc. Thank you TCV
members for all your spectacular donations for the raffle. It is a great fundraiser!
Hospitality: Patti Richards. Patti not only coordinated making sure we were all well fed the
day of the test, she also made sure everyone at Smokey House Saturday for plotting day was
well fed. Patti couldn’t have done this without all the wonderful and delicious items supplied by
TCV members! Thank you so much everybody for your generosity, and thank you to all of you
who helped Patti with hospitality both Saturday and Sunday. Everyone is always well fed at our
tests!
Trophy Chair: Joan Sullivan. Joan is the Trophy Chair Pro. She makes sure the trophy list for
each test is up to date and the trophies are all properly displayed on test day. And while I am
mentioning trophies, everyone who passes a TD and receives one of our handcrafted wooden Ts
made by TCV’s own Joyce Smith is absolutely delighted and amazed. Joyce was at the test
Sunday, and it is always great to see her!
Test Secretary: Mie Kingsley. Mie is the test secretary extraordinaire! There isn’t a more
capable or efficient test secretary anywhere!
Judges: Ray Desmarais, Barrington, NH and Lynda Morgan Gardner, Grand Isle, VT. And last
but not least a million thank yous to Ray and Lynda, two wonderful judges! Being a tracking
judge is a labor of love, and we can’t thank you enough for judging for us this time and also for
all you do for the sport of tracking!! We enjoy working with you and look forward to the next
time! Keep up all your good work!!
I think I have covered everyone! Hope so!! So one more huge round of thank yous again to all
of you who stepped up to the plate and made this test the success that it was: chief tracklayer, all
the tracklayers, gallery manager, drivers, ways and means, hospitality, trophies, test secretary,
judges and anyone else who stepped in to help that I may have missed!! You were all
WONDERFUL!!! And congratulations again to the new TD and the 3 new TDXs!!
Test Chair: Emily McDermott I actually didn’t have that much to do because of all of you so
willingly stepping up to the plate and doing what it takes to have a successful tracking test! The
camaraderie among the tracking community is wonderful! Thank you so much! - Emily

Greetings Mie,
As usual, with all the help and support of the members of TCV, the test on 10/13/19
was perfect in every detail, even weather and the color of the leaves! Thank you and
Emily, judges Ray and Lynda and my tracklayer for the TD, Joany White. What a
pleasure to have so many awards, well organized by Joan, thank you to the awards
donors for your generosity!
Wish I could have seen the three TDX passes, I think two of those dogs passed on their
first try. I drove up from Connecticut on that morning leaving at 4AM so I was anxious
to drive the four hours home while still on my high!
Best wishes to all,
- France
France Roozen,andiegold@aol.com

i

Very Late Fall Test
TCV November 25 TD/TDX Test – Smokey House – Danby, VT
What kind of a club would schedule a Tracking Test in late November in Vermont???
It would have to be a club with a strong core membership of tireless volunteers dedicated to providing
opportunity for like-minded tracking enthusiasts. A club willing to take a chance and push the
envelope of the New England tracking season. In no small way, it would also have to be a club that
was lucky. TCV is such a club, and yes, we were lucky!
(As you read Mie’s report note that at least 15 club members devoted their day, in less than pleasant
weather to make this a success.)
Freezing rain and icy roads did not deter trackers and club members! None passed the two TDX
tracks.
Three out of the five TDs passed. New member Marianne Sutherland did a terrific job with her young
rescue Catahoula Leopard Dog, Apache. Marianne and Apache have been ably coached by Rene
Bugnon throughout the summer and fall. They did a picture perfect track, Apache clearly loves to
work.
The other passes were the Bullmastiff who also tested in October and a Collie owned by October
tracklayer Joany White.
Sadly, neither of the TDXs passed.
We were scrambling to clean up at the end of this weekend's test so we didn't get a chance to formally
thank the folks who helped make this tracking test so successful.
A huge thank you to:
• Tracklayers Ann Davis, Deb Granquist, Karen Ferraro, Linda Shelvey and Sandy Foley.
Cross trackers Karen Ferraro and Patty McWilliams.
• Secretary: Ginny Wilson
• Hospitality: Charlene Lundeen
• Trophies: Joan Sullivan
• Judges: Dorie Viguers and Martha Campbell
• General organization and clean up: Linda and Dave Bargfrede, Charlene and everyone
else
• Food: everyone!
If I've forgotten anyone please accept my apologies, the day is a bit of a blur. Hope everyone has a
lovely holiday season and hope to see you at the Holiday Party in February!
Cheers, - Mie

Thoughts for the future of tracking
Ilene Morgan

In today's changing world I think it’s important for tracking enthusiasts to realize
that fields suitable for Tracking Dog (TD) or Tracking Excellence (TDX) trials are
not as available as they used to be.
Also, even the fields that are available can be unpredictable, cutting, manure, do
not use, plowed up, house in the tracking fields, etc., whereas a campus or other
urban setting is predictable and almost always available no matter the time of
year or weather conditions.
Thus, it is important that we understand that there is so much more we can
experience with our dogs to enjoy their companionship and keep them working.
If you truly love the sport of tracking, TDU and VST are options that many be
overlooked, thinking its only highlighted for Search and Rescue (S&R) dogs.
.
We see things shifting all over the face of obedience, formal obedience training
often taking the back seat to things like Rally. Entries are way down this year in
the Obedience rings whereas Rally is overflowing. It’s the same principle, if one
can't (or doesn't want to) do the formal obedience exercises, then stick to
something that is still fun and engaging with your dog.
It’s not the title, but the journey
-

Ilene

CLUB NEWS
New Members:

Adrienne Soler
Christina Kumka
Sandra Foley

Marianne Sutherland
David Pacun
Kiko Nobusawa

Brags:

Emily McDermott and Archer earned TDX at BOTC Tracking Test.
Mie Kingsley and Midge earned TD at BOTC Tracking Test.
Mie Kingsley and Stella earned a Jumpers X in agility.
Mie Kingsley and Niro achieved an Open Standard in agility.
Ilene Morgan and Dixie May earned their VST.
Mie Kingsley and Stella earned their VST.
Rene Traverse’s Ayla won High in Trial at Tunbridge.
Annie Davis with Luca achieved a Rally leg and Grand Champion points.
Heidi Henderson with Chili achieved Rally Novice.
Congratulations to everyone on these wonderful achievements!
2019 Tracking Club of Vermont Officers and Board Members

Officers:
President: Mie Kingsley
Vice President: Charlene Lundeen
Treasurer: Pam Badger
Secretary: Joyce Pedone

Board members:
Dave Bargfrede
Patty McWilliams
Bev Matthew
Kathy Murphy
Ginny Wilson

2020 Tracking Club of Vermont Nominated Officers and Board Members

Officers:
President: Mie Kingsley
Vice President: Charlene Lundeen
Treasurer: Pam Badger
Secretary: Joyce Pedone

Board members:
Dave Bargfrede
Patty McWilliams
Bev Matthew
Kathy Murphy
Ginny Wilson

The above listed individuals and any others nominated at the Annual
Meeting are to be voted on at that meeting on November 14, 2019,
location yet TBD.

Please send your brags, news, ideas, items for sale ads, pictures etc…. to Linda Shelvey
For the next Scentinel. shel@sover.net
Happy Tracking!
-------Attached is the form for the Dana Avison Award for 2019.
Please consider nominating whomever you feel is deserving of the award.

Tracking Club of Vermont
Dana Avison Award
2019
This award will be presented to the club member who
demonstrated exceptional service to the club and dedication to the
sport of tracking.
Please return your nomination to:

Sec. Joyce Pedone
PO Box 72
Clarendon, VT 05759
vtterrier@gmail.com
I nominate __________________________ for the 2019 Dana Avison Award
based on the following (describe the member’s service to the Club and Sport
during the year):

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Please submit ASAP – no later than January 10th.

